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prof woody holton nba finalist for unruly americans reveals that american icon abigail adams

was far wiser and wilier than previously known

a deeply researched and bracing retelling annette gordon reed pulitzer prize winning historian
of the american revolution showing how the founders were influenced by overlooked
americans women native americans african americans and religious dissenters using more than
a thousand eyewitness records liberty is sweet is a spirited account gordon s wood pulitzer
prize winning author of the radicalism of the american revolution that explores countless
connections between the patriots of 1776 and other americans whose passion for freedom often
brought them into conflict with the founding fathers it is all one story prizewinning historian
woody holton writes holton describes the origins and crucial battles of the revolution from

lexington and concord to the british surrender at yorktown always focusing on marginalized
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americans enslaved africans and african americans native americans women and dissenters and
on overlooked factors such as weather north america s unique geography chance misperception
attempts to manipulate public opinion and most of all disease thousands of enslaved americans
exploited the chaos of war to obtain their own freedom while others were given away as
enlistment bounties to whites women provided material support for the troops sewing clothes
for soldiers and in some cases taking part in the fighting both sides courted native people and
mimicked their tactics liberty is sweet is a must read book for understanding the founding of
our nation walter isaacson author of benjamin franklin from its origins on the frontiers and in
the atlantic ports to the creation of the constitution offering surprises at every turn for example
holton makes a convincing case that britain never had a chance of winning the war this

majestic history revivifies a story we thought we already knew

this fascinating work presents biographical essays about women from the colonial period to
modern times chronicling the previously untold story of the female financial experience in the
united states petticoats and pinstripes portraits of women in wall street s history provides a
fascinating chronological account of the contributions of women on wall street through profiles
of selected individuals that set their achievements in the context of the prevailing times the
book documents how women frequently assumed financial roles as a temporary palliative to
the nation s ills only to be cast aside once conditions improved and how they were often
restrained from financial endeavors by various factors including american legal political
economic and cultural norms author sheri j caplan describes the accomplishments of women in
the financial world against the backdrop of the general advancement of women s rights and the
evolution of gender based roles in society and identifies the primary factors in the development
of a greater female role in finance wartime urgency personal necessity technological change

and financial education

today john hancock is known for his signature but during the revolutionary era he was famed
for his pragmatic statesmanship brooke barbier explores hancock s position as a revolutionary
who nonetheless understood the value of compromise by shunning political extremes hancock

became hugely influential in the infant united states

in the modern world why do we still resort to speculation advances in scientific and statistical
reasoning are supposed to have provided greater certainty in making claims about the future yet
we constantly spin out scenarios about tomorrow for ourselves or for entire societies with
flimsy or no evidence insubstantial speculations from utopian thinking to high risk stock
gambles often provoke fierce backlash even when they prove prophetic for the world we come
to inhabit why does this hypothetical way of thinking generate such controversy in this cultural
literary and intellectual history gayle rogers traces debates over speculation from antiquity to
the present celebrated by boethius as the height of humanity s mental powers but denigrated as

sinful by john calvin speculation eventually became central to the scientific revolution s new
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methods of seeing the natural world in the nineteenth century writers such as jane austen used
the concept to diagnose the marriage market redefining speculation for the purpose of social
critique speculation fueled the development of modern capitalism spurring booms busts and
bubbles and recently artificial intelligence has automated the speculation previously done by
humans with uncertain and troubling consequences unraveling these histories and many other
disputes rogers argues that what has always been at stake in arguments over speculation and
why it so often appears so threatening is the authority to produce and control knowledge about
the future recasting centuries of contests over the power to anticipate tomorrow this book
reveals the crucial role speculation has played in how we create and potentially destroy the

future

co winner of the 2022 harry m ward book prize from celebrated historian john ferling the
underexplored history of the second half of the revolutionary war when after years of fighting
american independence often seemed beyond reach it was 1778 and the recent american victory
at saratoga had netted the u s a powerful ally in france many including general george
washington presumed france s entrance into the war meant independence was just around the
corner meanwhile having lost an entire army at saratoga great britain pivoted to a southern
strategy the army would henceforth seek to regain its southern colonies virginia north carolina
south carolina and georgia a highly profitable segment of its pre war american empire deep into
1780 britain s new approach seemed headed for success as the u s economy collapsed and
morale on the home front waned by early 1781 washington and others feared that france would
drop out of the war if the allies failed to score a decisive victory that year sir henry clinton
commander of britain s army thought the rebellion is near its end washington who had been so
optimistic in 1778 despaired 1 have almost ceased to hope winning independence is the
dramatic story of how and why great britain so close to regaining several southern colonies and
rendering the postwar united states a fatally weak nation ultimately failed to win the war the
book explores the choices and decisions made by clinton and washington and others that
ultimately led the french and american allies to clinch the pivotal victory at yorktown that at

long last secured american independence

the meaning of the american revolution has always been a much contested question and asking
it 1s particularly important today the standard easily digested narrative puts the founding fathers
at the head of a unified movement failing to acknowledge the deep divisions in revolutionary
era society and the many different historical interpretations that have followed whose american
revolution was it speaks both to the ways diverse groups of americans who lived through the
revolution might have answered that question and to the different ways historians through the
decades have interpreted the revolution for our own time as the only volume to offer an
accessible and sweeping discussion of the period s historiography and its historians whose
american revolution was it is an essential reference for anyone studying early american history

the first section by alfred f young begins in 1925 with historian j franklin jameson and takes the
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reader through the successive schools of interpretation up to the 1990s the second section by
gregory h nobles focuses primarily on the ways present day historians have expanded our
understanding of the broader social history of the revolution bringing onto the stage farmers
and artisans who made up the majority of white men as well as african americans native

americans and women of all social classes

in this fascinating examination of recent scholarship in early american republic historiography
woody holton shifts the focus away from the typical founding fathersmodel towards the
contributions of distinct social groups such as native americans african americans and women
who made significant contributions to the american revolution and the creation of the early

republic

in this fresh look at liberty and freedom in the revolutionary era from the perspective of black
americans woody holton recounts the experiences of slaves who seized freedom by joining the
british as well as those slave and free who served in patriot military forces holton s introduction
examines the conditions of black american life on the eve of colonial independence and the
ways in which revolutionary rhetoric about liberty provided african americans with the
language and inspiration for advancing their cause despite the rhetoric however most black
americans remained enslaved after the revolution the introduction outlines ways african
americans influenced the course of the revolution and continued to be affected by its aftermath
amplifying these themes are nearly forty documents including personal narratives petitions
letters poems advertisements pension applications and images that testify to the diverse goals
and actions of african americans during the revolutionary era document headnotes and
annotations a chronology questions for consideration a selected bibliography and index offer

additional pedagogical support

the american promise appeals to all types of students and provides the right resources and tools
to support any classroom environment a clear political framework supports a vibrant social and
cultural story that embraces the voices of hundreds of americans from presidents to pipefitters
and sharecroppers to suffragettes who help students connect with history and grasp important
concepts now in its fifth edition the american promise does even more to increase historical
analysis skills and facilitate active learning and its robust array of multimedia supplements
make it the perfect choice for traditional face to face classrooms hybrid courses and distance

learning

average americans were the true framers of the constitution woody holton upends what we
think we know of the constitution s origins by telling the history of the average americans who
challenged the framers of the constitution and forced on them the revisions that produced the
document we now venerate the framers who gathered in philadelphia in 1787 were determined
to reverse america s post revolutionary war slide into democracy they believed too many

middling americans exercised too much influence over state and national policies that the
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framers were only partially successful in curtailing citizen rights is due to the reaction
sometimes violent of unruly average americans if not to protect civil liberties and the freedom
of the people what motivated the framers in unruly americans and the origins of the
constitution holton provides the startling discovery that the primary purpose of the constitution
was simply put to make america more attractive to investment and the linchpin to that endeavor
was taking power away from the states and ultimately away from the people in an eye opening
interpretation of the constitution holton captures how the same class of americans that
produced shays s rebellion in massachusetts and rebellions in damn near every other state
produced the constitution we now revere unruly americans and the origins of the constitution is

a 2007 national book award finalist for nonfiction

that new england might invade virginia is inconceivable today but interstate rivalries and the
possibility of intersectional war loomed large in the thinking of the framers who convened in
philadelphia in 1787 to put on paper the ideas that would bind the federal union together at the
end of the constitutional convention benjamin franklin rejoiced that the document would
astonish our enemies who are waiting to hear with confidence that our states are on the point of
separation only to meet hereafter for the purpose of cutting one another s throats usually
dismissed as hyperbole this and similar remarks by other founders help us to understand the
core concerns that shaped their conception of the union by reexamining the creation of the
federal system of the united states from a perspective that yokes diplomacy with
constitutionalism hendrickson s study introduces a new way to think about what is familiar to
us this groundbreaking book tells the story of how thirteen colonies became independent states
and found themselves grappling with the classic problems of international cooperation the

founding generation hendrickson argues developed a sophisticated science of 1

the articles in this collection explore subjects such as native american interests and encounters
with settlers diplomatic endeavours environmental issues legal debates and practiced law
women s citizenship and rights servitude and slavery and popular political activity the
international and interdisciplinary perspectives illustrate the dynamic transformations of

america during this era of settlement conquest development revolution and nation building
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